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inspiring interiors. style by design.

bali’s beautiful homes and decor
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“ Luxury is a state of mind”. 
— L'Wren Scott.

 decorate: Coffee Table & aRM CHaIR

SHeRaTon balI 
kuTa beaCH ReSoRT:

the ideal place to 
enjoy a breath-

taking sunset, 
and everything in 

between

Mandapa ReSoRT:
a sumptuous haven 
at mandapa, a ritz-
carlton reserve

THe WeSTIn ReSoRT 
nuSa dua:

a heavenly setting
for total 

relaxation

• Chat Room: miles humphReys & Raul Renanda

sudamala ResoRt:
a journey into the artistic 
soul of sudamala resorts
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Bali Style: Mandapa is nothing short of 
spectacular, how did you come up with the 
original concept?

Miles Humphreys: It may sound flippant 
but in truth it was a slow revelation that 
unfolded the more and more I moved 
through the design process. There were so 
many dynamics that at times I wondered 
if I could ever manifest them all into the 
final and complete resort. 

With extreme expectations from both the 
owner and the operator, it was a real case 
of pushing oneself well past the ordinary 
and delivering something that would 
be “beyond the wow”; with Mandapa I 
think we have achieved that. 

Bali Style: What was the biggest design 
challenge? 

Miles Humphreys: The challenges were 
multiple, especially retaining the human 

scale and delivering the spectacular, while 
generating a resort that was undeniably 
Ubud in look and flavour and not an 
overly designed project that was out of 
time and place.

Bali Style: The property already has a 
mature feel, how has that been achieved?

Miles Humphreys: The stone and other 
building materials help provide instant 
maturity, but I suspect the overall feel 
is helped by the site in general. For 
example, the working rice paddies have 
been in existence for decades and provide 
an existing contour. The onsite Balinese 
Hindu temple has served the Balinese 
people in the district for years and the 
decision to retain this not only ages the 
design but also embeds the Balinese 
spiritual essence and adds authenticity. 

Bali Style: How difficult was it to 
incorporate working rice fields into the 

design?   

Miles Humphreys: The owners and 
operators realised very early on the benefit 
that retaining the rice paddy would bring 
to the resultant resort, so its retention 
made it easy and now that the resort is 
open it is proving to be a major asset.

Bali Style: What is your favourite feature 
at Mandapa? 

Miles Humphreys: The arrival piazza 
defined by the surrounding terracotta 
colonnade. It’s a pure and simple space 
that instantly challenges you to wonder 
what it is that have you arrived at – a bit 
like an English folly. This is in keeping 
with the concept of taking Mandapa 
“beyond the wow”.

Bali Style: Traditional Balinese 
architecture is a reflection of the Balinese 
way of life. How much influence did the 

W o r d s  b y  C h r i s  B a x t e r   |   P h o t o g r a p h y  b y  H a m i s h  H u m p h r e y s

Talking Mandapa with Miles Humphreys, 
Director Architect

With almost 30 years of experience, including over a decade based in Bali, Miles 
Humphreys, Director Architect of PT Bali Anugrah Dewata, offers prospective 

clients a distinctive design perspective that has resulted in some stunning properties 
throughout Asia and the Americas. 2015 has been another exciting year for Miles. 

Bali Style talks to him about the recent opening of the extraordinary Mandapa, a Ritz-
Carlton Reserve, located a short distance north of Bali’s cultural epicentre, Ubud.

Chat Room

This page: Mandapa, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve, Ubud.
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traditional concepts such as Tri Hita Karana 
have on the design of Mandapa? 

Miles Humphreys: Having worked in Bali 
for over 11 years it has been my dream 
to manifest a multi-faceted design that 
paid true homage to the fundamentals of 
Balinese architecture through a current-day 
“design filter”, such that the resultant design 
could show how it was possible to maintain 
the essence of Balinese architecture without 
being enslaved by it... if that makes sense. 

Bali Style: Living in Bali offers never-ending 
inspiration; has living here changed how you 
think about new properties like Mandapa at all?

Miles Humphreys: For me it’s all about 
honouring the location where one executes 
the work. It has to have a local reference 
and it has to have a dynamic resonance 
with the natural surroundings. Bali, and 
indeed Indonesia, will continue to offer 

up challenges but at the same time the 
solutions are there waiting to be manifested 
in a harmonious way that “talks” to the site 
and its surroundings. You really don’t have 
to look far.

Bali Style: What projects are you currently 
working on? 

Miles Humphreys: We have the on-
going construction of our first-ever 
bamboo luxury resort on a private island 
close to Singapore; a 48,000 sq.m. mixed 
development of retail and hotels in 
southern Bali; a 1,750 sq.m. luxury private 
villa; remodelling the classic Obeori resort 
in Bali; two great high-end projects coming 
on line in northern Japan next year. Others 
are looming too, but there is a limit to what 
we will take on. 
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overlooking the rice paddies.
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